Backwater
Tourism
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Eloating Guava
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The Venice of Bengal and

its emerald water bazars



Bhimruli and nearby Swarupkathi in southern Bangladesh are known for
their distinctive floating guava markets. During the monsoon harvest season,
canals fill with small wooden boats carrying fresh green guavas from
surrounding orchards.

At the market, farmers sell directly to traders from their boats, creating a
lively -scene shaped by .oars, bargaining; and the steady movement of
produce through the vvatervva*;{s Larger boats atsmmve to transport frU|t
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Tanguar Haor
Houseboat Cruising

Endless skies over vast
shimmering wetlands



Tanguar Haor in Sunamganj is a vast Ramsar wetland that transforms into an
inland sea during the monsoon. Surrounded by distant Meghalaya hills, open
water, and partially submerged *Hijol* and *Koroch* trees, it offers one of
Bangladesh’s most peaceful nature experiences.
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angrove Creeks
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Wild aquatic wilderness of the world’s
largest mangrove forest



The Sundarbans, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is the world’s largest
contiguous mangrove forest and one of Bangladesh's most remarkable
natural landscapes. A maze of tidal rivers, creeks, and estuaries creates a
unique environment for wildlife and river journeys.

Boat cruises offer opportunities to spot spotted deer, crocodiles, kingfishers,
monkeys, mudskippers, and signs of the elusive Royal Bengal Tiger. Popular
stops such as Karamjal, Katka, and Dublar Char allow visitors to explore
boardwalks and observe mangrove roots, tidal habitats, and forest life more
closely.

A journey through the Sundarbans combines wildlife, dramatic waterways,
and rich mangrove ecology, while also revealing the forest's vital role in
protecting Bangladesh'’s southern coast.

‘ * UNESCO Heritage: Recognized globally for its exceptional mangrove
' ecosystem rich blod|ve§-rsrty and lcomc R(iyal Bengal Tiger population.
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Barisal Backwater
- Canal/ N@tvvorks
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Barisal is shaped by a vast network of rivers, canals, and backwater streams
that define everyday rural life. Traveling by country boat reveals coconut
palms, betel nut groves, fruit orchards, riverside homes, and small canoes
carrying people and produce.

Along the waterways, visitors may encounter floating markets, village ghats,
traditional crafts, and seasonal agricultural activity. Local food, including
fresh coconut, rice cakes, and river fish, adds to the experience.

A slow journey through Barisal's backwaters offers an intimate view of
communities closely connected to water. The quiet canals, lush landscapes,
and traditional village life make the region especially rewarding for cultural
travelers and photographers.

* Intricate Canal Mesh: Features hundreds of miles of natural and man-
made waterways connecting isolated rural villages to major river ports.

* Aquatic Lifestyle: Transportation, commerce, and daily chores are almost

entirely (eLiant on traditional wooden country boats. :
- - -

o Cutmgr Hub _Renowned for producing high- quaUty river fish, aromatlc
ric 't| nd }usaous troplcaL frwts like guavas and hog plums
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Nikli Haor Water
Village Expeditions

- Floating communities amidst
endless monsoon waters




Nikli Haor in Kishoreganj transforms into a vast inland sea during the
monsoon. Villages built on raised land appear like small islands, offering a
striking view of how rural communities adapt to seasonal flooding.

Boat journeys across the haor reveal open horizons, submerged roads,
fishing activity, duck farms, and isolated settlements surrounded by water.
The Nikli embankment is also a popular place to watch sunset over the
wetlands.

Visitors can enjoy freshly caught haor fish and experience the distinctive
rhythm of life in this seasonal landscape. With its wide-open scenery and
relatively easy access from Dhaka, Nikli Haor offers a memorable
introduction to Bangladesh’s wetland environment.

* Monsoon Transformation: The region transitions rapidly from dry
farmland in winter to an ocean-like wetland during the rainy season.

* Island Villages: Rural homes are built on raised earthen mounds called
atis, designed specifically to withstand high seasonal floodwaters.

* Proximity to Dhaka: Serves as one of the most easily accessible major
haor ecosystems for day-trippers and weekend travelers from the capital.
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. Timber Market

Century-old floating commerce
of logs and mahogany



The Swarupkathi Floating Timber Market in Pirojpur is a distinctive center of
river-based timber trade. Large logs are tied into floating rafts along the
Sandhya River, where traders inspect, negotiate, and move timber by boat.

The riverbanks are also home to sawmills and traditional boatyards, where
skilled carpenters continue long-established wooden boatbuilding
techniques. Traveling through the area by small boat offers a close view of
the ~market's busy commercial life, floating timber, and riverside
craftsmanship.

Swarupkathi reflects the strong connection between waterways, trade, and
livelinoods in southern Bangladesh, offering visitors a memorable glimpse
into a working river economy shaped by generations of local skill.

* |og Raft Engineering:-Massive timber logs are tied together using heavy
ropes to form giant floating rafts that float downriver naturally.

» Wooden Shipbuilding: The region is famous for maintaining centuries-old
gy ~traditional.wooden boatbuilding and repalr Cre tsmanshlp
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Backvvatér.Creeks

Turquoise waters framing
misty emerald hillscapes




Kaptai Lake in Rangamati, created by damming the Karnaphuli River, is
Bangladesh’s largest man-made lake. Beyond its vast open waters, quiet
creeks and flooded valleys wind between forested hills and indigenous
villages.

Boat journeys reveal misty green slopes, bamboo houses, fishing areas,
floating farms, and traditional village life. Popular routes lead toward places
such as Shuvolong waterfall and other lakeside attractions.

i

The surrounding region is also known for Chakma and Marma cultural £

traditions, including weaving, local foods, and D.itt riculture. With its calm

waters, dramatic scenery, and rich cultural heritage, Ka %ﬁ’ers one of
[ : ‘experiences.
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Bisnakandi &

Lalakhal Clear River
VWaterways

Crystal turquoise currents flowing
beneath Meghalaya heights



Bisnakandi and Lalakhal in Sylhet are two of Bangladesh's most scenic
freshwater destinations. Bisnakandi is known for clear mountain streams
flowing over smooth pebbles beneath the Khasi hills, while Lalakhal is
famous for the striking blue-green shades of the Shari River.

Boat journe

y of northeastern
or nature lovers,
°r escape.

e Shifting Colors: Lalékha Sy iver famously changes water color from
bright emerald green to turquoise depending on water depth and
seasonal mineral content.

Pebble Riverbed: Bisnakandi is renowned for its vast natural deposits of
smooth, high-quality mountain stones washed down from Meghalaya.




The historic, sweeping
marshlands of North Bengal
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Chalan Beel, spanning parts of Pabna, Natore, and Sirajganj, is one of
Bangladesh’'s largest and most historic wetland regions. During the
monsoon, the landscape transforms into a vast sheet of water dotted with
villages, boats, and fishing activity.

Country-boat journeys reveal traditional nets and bamboo traps, duck
farming, boatbuilding, water lilies, and rich birdlife. Historic mosques and
rural settlements add cultural interest along the waterways.

At sunset, the open wetland becomes especially striking as light reflects
across the water. With its broad horizons, fishing traditions, and seasonal
beauty, Chalan Beel offers a peaceful glimpse into the deep connection
between wetlands and rural life in northern Bangladesh

+ Massive Complex: Comprises an interc rmected network of 47|d|st|nct
smaLLer beeLs (shaLLow Lakes) and severlarlmajor r|ver trlbmnes
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National Tourism Organization

Bangladesh Tourism Board
Parjatan Bhaban (Level-9),

Plot: E-5, C/1, West Agargaon,

Sher-E Bangla Nagar (Administrative Area),
Dhaka-1207

Ministry of Civil Aviation

and Tourism

Bangladesh Secretariat,
Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka 1000
beautifulbangladesh.gov.bd



